264                To Miss Mary Berry              [1790

Mr. George Hardinge had given three guineas to be rowed
for by four two-oared boats from his Eagman's Castle to
Lady Dudley's and back, so we saw the confluence go and
return. I had not heard of it, but all Eichmond had, and
was descended from its heights. Mrs. Boscawen says you
have at Weymouth the Dowager Duchess Plantagenet2, or,
as I translate her, Broomstick; fieaucoup d'honneur, but I
don't believe she enlivens you like a boat-race. Adieu,
jmqu'aw resume.

12th.

It is but Monday evening, and I expect no letter till to-
morrow, but I must go on; I have new horrors and dangers
to relate. Monsr. Cordon, who was Sardinian minister here,
and now at Paris, fell under the displeasure of the new
despots, the mob; they met a man whom they took for
Cordon, and sans dire gare! hanged him. Madame de St.
Alban3, who you know is a pinchbeck-niece of mine, was
returning to Lord Cholmondeley from Paris, but was arrested
at the gate, and had all her papers seized and examined.
While I was writing this paragraph, Mrs. Grenville called
to see me, and had just seen a Mrs. Hamlyn, lately returned
from Italy with her husband; between Boulogne and Calais
they were stopped seven times by vagabonds liberty-drunk,
and obliged to drink with them; and yesterday I heard of
a Mr. Prescot being stopped in France and imprisoned for
a night; but it is for Wednesday that everybody trembles.
The son of Madame de Boufflers has written to his mother in
a style of taking leave of her and his wife and child, as not
knowing if he shall ever see them again. I do not coin
these tragedies to frighten you, but they will terrify me if
you still think of setting your foot on French ground.

2 The Dowager Duchess of Beau-     a physician, from whom she eloped
fori                                                   in 1774,

5 Formerly Mrs. Elliot,  wife offfon, to whom the Due d'Orl&uos was attached.hope Mr. Berry will
